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1
VALVE DISINFECTING METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED PATENT
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a Continuation of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/796,337, filed Mar. 12, 2013, which
claims the benefit of and priority to United Kingdom Patent
Application No. 1211098.7, filed Jun. 22, 2012, and United
Kingdom Patent Application No. 1211101.9, filed Jun. 22,
2012. The entire disclosures of each of the foregoing appli-
cations are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

The present application relates to plumbing fittings and
fixtures and water supply systems and installations for wash-
ing, showering, bathing and the like that employ such plumb-
ing fittings and fixtures. The concepts disclosed herein have
particular, but not exclusive, application to mixer valves (al-
ternatively referred to as “mixing valves™), especially ther-
mostatic mixer valves. More particularly, the present appli-
cation relates to an arrangement for thermally disinfecting
mixer valves.

Mixer valves that dispense blended fluids such as water
(e.g., hot and cold supplies, mixing to a typical washing/
showering temperature of around 40° C.) may be prone to
harboring micro-organisms. Such micro-organisms can enter
the valves either through the supply water or through splash
back into the spout outlet. This problem is particularly prob-
lematic since micro-organisms are particularly prone to pro-
liferation within a temperature range of 35 to 45° C. The
presence of micro-organisms in waterways used for washing/
showering can give rise to health risks where such micro-
organisms may be contained in water discharged from the
mixer valve. For example, when washing/showering, micro-
organisms present in the water may enter the body through
cuts and abrasions in the skin or may be inhaled.

These problems can be exacerbated by other factors,
including the use in valve components of certain polymers or
elastomers that provide a suitable habitat for sustaining
micro-organisms in a living state and/or that encourage
micro-organism growth and development, the existence of
stagnant areas within the valve where water can be trapped in
low circulation areas, high volumes of residual water con-
tained within the valve once shut off, and large wetted areas
within the valve, among others.

It is known to employ a thermal disinfection routine in
which hot water is used to kill/remove micro-organisms in
waterways used for washing/showering. Such disinfection
routines involve flushing the waterways with water at an
elevated temperature, typically at least 60° C., for a time
sufficient to kill or remove micro-organisms from the valve.

The use of such hot water disinfecting/cleaning routines in
waterways used for washing/showering can give rise to other
issues, however. For example, in the event that a user comes
into contact with the hot water being discharged, the user may
suffer scalding of the exposed skin or physical discomfort
from the high temperature water. Another issue relates to the
cost and other difficulties associated with providing and
maintaining high (above 60° C.) hot water temperatures for a
sustained period of time sufficient to perform the cleaning
routine. Such hot water may also undesirably generate exces-
sive amounts of steam in the surrounding area, and the water
flow/water noise may disturb room occupants (e.g., in hospi-
tal wards or other areas where people may be present in the
vicinity of the waterways). Yet another issue relates to the fact
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2

that only areas of the waterway that are in contact with the hot
water supply may be sufficiently cleaned or disinfected, with
a result that other areas of the waterway that are only in
contact with cold water may not be cleaned adequately.

It would be advantageous to provide an improved valve
and/or cleaning method to address one or more of the afore-
mentioned challenges.

SUMMARY

An exemplary embodiment relates to a method of disin-
fecting a valve configured for use as part of a water delivery
system that includes activating a heating element that is con-
figured to heat a body of the valve to a temperature sufficient
to kill organisms that may be present on internal surfaces of
the valve, wherein the heating element and the valve are
configured to be provided within the water delivery system.

Another exemplary embodiment relates to method of
removing organisms from a mixing valve that is included
within a plumbing fixture, the method comprising:
operating a heating element extending through a portion of
the mixing valve such that a temperature of a water contacting
surface within the mixing valve reaches a temperature greater
than approximately 60 degrees Celsius.

Another exemplary embodiment relates to a cleaning rou-
tine for a plumbing fixture, the cleaning routine comprising:

raising the temperature of a water contacting surface within

the plumbing fixture to a temperature sufficient to kill

organisms on the water contacting surface using an elec-

tric heater provided within the plumbing fixture;
wherein the plumbing fixture is selected from the group con-
sisting of a faucet, a shower head, and a plumbing fitting.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other features, benefits and advantages of the invention
will be more readily understood from the following descrip-
tion of an exemplary embodiment with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a mixer valve according to
an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a sectional view of the mixer valve shown in FIG.
1

FIG. 3 is a sectional view of a plumbing fixture incorpo-
rating the mixer valve shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 according to an
exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a sectional view of another plumbing fixture
incorporating the mixer valve shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of another exemplary embodi-
ment of a mixer valve;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a showerhead according to
an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a cutaway perspective view of the showerhead
shown in FIG. 6, illustrating the inclusion of a mixer valve
having a heating element;

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a faucet according to an
exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 9 is a cutaway perspective view of the faucet shown in
FIG. 8, illustrating the inclusion of a mixer valve having a
heating element;

FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram of a system including a
controller for controlling a plurality of valves according to an
exemplary embodiment; and

FIG. 11 is a flow diagram illustrating steps in a method for
performing a cleaning routine for valves according to an
exemplary embodiment.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

According to an exemplary embodiment, a plumbing fit-
ting, valve (e.g., a flow control valve, a mixer valve, etc.),
and/or a plumbing fixture associated with the plumbing fitting
and/or valve include an electrical heating device for heating
thermally-conductive water contact parts thereof. Each of
these items include internal passages (e.g., waterways) that
include walls or surfaces that may harbor bacteria or other
micro-organisms. According to an exemplary embodiment,
the heating elements described herein may be operable to heat
the thermally-conductive portions of such components to an
elevated temperature sufficient to kill or otherwise dispose of
such undesired organisms.

According to one embodiment, a flow control valve (i.e., a
valve that receives only a single source of fluid, such as a
valve for use in an instantaneous hot water spout) includes an
electrical heating device provided adjacent or in contact with
the flow control valve to heat all or a portion of the flow
control valve. It should be noted that although the present
description references various components as being part of
water delivery systems and components, it should be under-
stood that the concepts discussed herein may have utility in
other types of fluid delivery systems for fluids other than
water.

According to another exemplary embodiment, a mixer
valve (alternatively referred to as a mixing valve, and refer-
ring to a valve that receives multiple sources of fluid and
provides a chamber for mixing the sources of fluid together)
includes an electrical heating device provided adjacent or in
contact with the valve to heat all or a portion of the valve.

According to yet another exemplary embodiment, a
plumbing fitting or a plumbing fixture (e.g., a faucet, shower
head, tub spout, or any other type of water delivery source or
component) includes an electrical heating device provided
adjacent or in contact with the plumbing fixture to heat all or
aportion of the plumbing fixture. It should be understood that
the plumbing fitting or fixture may include an associated
valve (e.g., a flow control valve, a mixer valve, etc.) that may
include its own associated electrical heating device, may
share the electrical heating device with the one used for the
plumbing fitting or fixture, or may not include an associated
electrical heating device (e.g., the heat applied to the plumb-
ing fitting or fixture may be sufficient to heat the valve by
conduction or convection, as in the case where both the valve
and a portion of the plumbing fitting or fixture are made from
athermally-conductive material such as a metal and the valve
and the portion of the plumbing fixture are in contact with
each other).

According to one exemplary embodiment, a combination
of thermally-conductive water contact parts of a valve,
plumbing fitting, and/or plumbing fixture in conjunction with
electrical heating is used so that a controlled thermal disin-
fection can be carried out by heating the thermally-conduc-
tive water contact parts to a temperature sufficient to kill
micro-organisms. Such thermal disinfection cycle may be
carried out at a predetermined temperature for a predeter-
mined amount of time sufficient to kill or otherwise dispose of
micro-organisms that may be present.

The water contact parts (i.e., those parts that come into
contact with water) may be made of thermally-conductive
materials such as metals or alloys. According to an exemplary
embodiment, the water contact parts may be formed either
entirely or in part of a material that includes copper, such as
copper, copper alloys (e.g., brass, bronze, etc.), and other
alloys or materials that include copper. One advantageous
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feature of using copper-containing materials is that such
materials are known to have good antimicrobial properties.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the valve, plumb-
ing fixture, and/or the plumbing fitting may have waterways
formed in a body of thermally-conductive material (e.g., a
metal or metal-containing material, etc.). Alternatively or
additionally, the waterways may be lined with thermally-
conductive material.

The electrical heating may be provided by an electrical
resistive heating element. Such a heating element may be of
the relatively low power variety, such as, for example up to 50
watts. According to another exemplary embodiment, the heat-
ing element may have a power of up to 25 watts. According to
yet another exemplary embodiment, the heating element may
have a power of up to 10 watts. It may be that power con-
sumption can be minimized by reducing the thermal mass of
the part(s) to be heated and/or by insulating the part(s) to be
heated from other parts of the valve, fitting, or plumbing
fixture in which the valve or fitting may be employed. Accord-
ing to other exemplary embodiments, heating elements other
than electrical resistive heating elements that may be now
known or developed in the future may be employed in the
context of the concepts described herein, and such other types
of'heating elements are intended to be within the scope of the
present disclosure.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the plumbing
fitting may be configured to mix supplies of hot and cold
water and provide a source of blended water having a desired
temperature for washing/showering. For example, the plumb-
ing fitting may be a mixer valve.

According to yet another exemplary embodiment, a
method of disinfecting a waterway in a valve, plumbing fit-
ting, or plumbing fixture includes providing waterways in
thermally-conductive parts of the valve, plumbing fitting, or
plumbing fixture and providing an electrical heating device to
heat the thermally-conductive parts. Such method may fur-
ther include raising the temperature of the heating device to a
predetermined temperature for a period of time sufficient to
kill or otherwise dispose of micro-organisms that may be
present.

Referring now to the accompanying drawings, FIGS. 1 and
2 show a mixer valve 1 and FIG. 3 shows a plumbing fixture
3 employing the mixer valve 1. In this embodiment, the
plumbing fixture 3 is a faucet for delivery of water to a
washbasin or sink (not shown), although it should be under-
stood by those reviewing the present application that such a
configuration is not intended as limiting and, for example, the
mixer valve 1 may be employed in other plumbing fixtures
such as shower heads, bath spouts, or other water delivery
components.

The mixer valve 1 includes a body 5 having inlets 7, 9 for
connection to supplies of hot and cold water and an outlet 11
for temperature controlled water. The body 5 includes a cen-
ter section 5a and end sections 55, 5¢ at opposite ends of the
center section 5a.

The inlets 7,9 are provided in the center section 5a and the
outlet 11 is provided in the end section 5¢. The sections 5a,
5b, 5¢ are made of a thermally-conductive material such as a
metal or alloy, and, according to an exemplary embodiment,
of a copper or copper alloy material such as brass. The sec-
tions 5a, 5b, 5¢ are secured together in a fluid tight manner
according to an exemplary embodiment.

Housed within the center section Sa are two flow control
valves 13 (of which only one is shown FIGS. 2 and 3). Each
flow control valve 13 communicates with a respective inlet 7,
9 and is operable to provide a flow of water to a mixing
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chamber 15 within the center section Sa that communicates
with the outlet 11 in the end section 5c.

Each flow control valve 13 is operable to adjust the flow of
water admitted to the mixing chamber 15 from zero flow
(valve closed) to maximum flow (valve fully open). In this
embodiment, each flow control valve 13 is controlled by a
motor 17, 19 such as a stepper motor mounted on the end
section 5¢ of the valve body 5. The motors 17, 19 are operable
to move each fluid control valve in a linear fashion so as to
open or close the valve.

The flow of each of the hot and cold water admitted to the
mixing chamber 15 may be infinitely variable throughout the
range from zero flow to maximum flow to provide a desired
outlet water temperature and flow rate.

The motors 17, 19 may be controlled by an electronic
controller such as a microprocessor which may be provided
by a control panel 21 such as a printed circuit board (see FI1G.
3) incorporated into the plumbing fixture 3. In this embodi-
ment, the plumbing fixture 3 has a body 23 with a recessed
area in the base in which the mixer valve 1 and control panel
21 are received and the outlet 11 from the mixer valve 1 opens
to an internal passageway 25 that extends within the body 23
to an outlet 27.

The controller may receive an input of desired outlet water
temperature from a user interface (not shown) on or in the
vicinity of the plumbing fixture 3 and an input of the actual
outlet water temperature from a sensor 29 arranged in the
outlet 11 of the mixer valve 1 to monitor the outlet water
temperature flowing through the passageway 25 to the outlet
27 of the plumbing fixture 3. The motors 17, 19 may be
controlled by the controller in response to the inputs to adjust
the flow control valves 13 to achieve and maintain the desired
outlet water temperature.

The controller may also receive an input of desired outlet
water flow rate from the user interface and an input of the
actual outlet water flow rate from a sensor (not shown)
arranged to monitor the outlet water flow rate in the passage-
way 25. The motors 17,19 may be controlled by the controller
in response to the inputs to adjust the flow control valves 13 to
achieve and maintain the desired outlet water flow rate.

By employing separate motors 17, 19 to control the flow
control valves 13, the outlet water temperature and/or flow
rate may be adjusted independently or in combination by
appropriate control of each flow control valve 13 to provide
any desired outlet water temperature and/or flow rate.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the plumbing
fixture 3 is provided with a liner 31 that lines the passageway
25 and is made of thermally-conductive material, preferably
a metal or alloy, especially copper or copper alloys such as
brass similar to the body 5 of the mixer valve 1.

The liner 31 may be inserted into the body 23, for example
via the recessed area prior to inserting the mixer valve 1 so
that one end of the liner 31 seats against the body 5 of the
mixer valve 1 and the outlet 11 of the mixer valve 1 seats
against the other end of the liner 31 with appropriate seals
such as O-rings (not shown) being provided between the
adjacent faces to prevent leakage of water.

With this arrangement virtually all water contact surfaces
of the mixer valve 1 and the plumbing fixture 3 are made of
metal or alloy, in particular brass. The use of metals or alloys,
especially brass can be beneficial in helping to control the
growth of bacteria within the waterways of the mixer valve 1
and the plumbing fixture 3. Thus, bio-films form more readily
on plastics than metal or alloy and bacteria are killed by
contact with certain metals or alloys, especially metals or
alloys containing copper such as brass.
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However, the use of brass for the internal surface of the
waterways may not prevent the growth of bacteria and other
potentially harmful micro-organisms that may be discharged
with the water flow from the plumbing fixture and present a
health hazard to humans.

To further reduce and possibly eliminate the presence of
bacteria and micro-organisms within the mixer valve 1 and
plumbing fixture 3, it is preferred to carry out a thermal
disinfection routine to kill any bacteria or micro-organisms
within the waterways of the mixer valve 1 and plumbing
fixture 3.

Thus, the mixer valve 1 is provided with an electrical
heating element or heater 33 potted into a through bore 35 in
the body 5 using thermally-conductive adhesive 37. The
heater 33 may be in the form of a resistive wire heater and may
be of low power, for example approximately 10 watts.

The body 23 may be made of thermally-insulating mate-
rial, which advantageously may allow the thermal heating of
the fluid to use less power and to provide a relatively cool
outer surface for the spout.

The plumbing fixture 3 is also provided with an electrical
heater 39 disposed on the outside of the liner 31. The heater 39
may be in the form of a resistive wire heater coil and may be
of'low power similar to the heater 33.

The electrical heaters 33 and 39 are sized and located to
provide a heat source that is capable of elevating the tempera-
ture of the body 5 of the mixer valve 1 and body 23/liner 31 of
the plumbing fixture 3 together with internal wetted surfaces
and retained water to a temperature in excess of 60° C. for
carrying out a thermal disinfection routine.

The electrical heaters 33, 39 may be controlled by the
electronic controller that controls the motors 17, 19. The
controller may receive feedback on the heating levels within
the body 5 of the mixer valve 1 and the body 23/liner 31 of the
plumbing fixture 3 via an input of the temperature from the
temperature sensor 29 used to monitor outlet water tempera-
ture. According to another exemplary embodiment, a separate
temperature sensor may be employed for the disinfection
routine. According to another exemplary embodiment, more
than one temperature sensor may be provided for monitoring
and providing feedback of heating levels at diftferent positions
during the thermal disinfection cycle.

Monitoring the heating levels during the disinfection rou-
tine enables the disinfection routine to be fully managed to be
safe. The temperature can be controlled to achieve and main-
tain an appropriate elevated temperature for a suitable period
of time for effective disinfection of the waterways. Details of
the temperature, time and date can be recorded and stored by
the controller for recall later to check and confirm disinfec-
tion has been carried out properly.

The controller may be programmed to schedule disinfec-
tion routines at regular intervals and may initiate disinfection
cycles for any time that is convenient, for example overnight
when the plumbing fixture 3 may not be used. The disinfec-
tion routines may be initiated automatically. Alternatively, the
controller may receive an input to initiate the disinfection
routine. The input may be provided through the user interface.
Alternatively, the input may be provided via a separate con-
trol to reduce the risk of inadvertent triggering of a disinfec-
tion routine.

By using electrical heaters 33, 39 to heat the body 5 of the
mixer valve 1 and the body 23/liner 31 of the plumbing fixture
3, the temperature can be held at levels much higher than is
normally achieved within hot water systems and so can be far
more effective at eradicating micro-organisms compared to a
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disinfection routine that employs heating the body 5 of the
valve 1 and the body 23/liner 31 of the plumbing fixture 3 with
hot water.

Use of the mixer valve 1 can be disabled whilst a disinfec-
tion routine is taking place to prevent very hot water from
being discharged, which might present a risk of scalding. The
mixer valve 1 can be disabled for a period of time after the
heating cycle has finished so as to allow the body 5 of the
mixer valve 1 and the body 23 of the plumbing fixture 3
together with any water remaining in the waterways to cool
down to a safe temperature for use of the mixer valve 1. This
can be monitored by the temperature sensor 29 to ensure
safety is maintained.

It is envisaged that power consumption can be reduced or
minimized and excess heating of peripheral parts such as the
control panel can be reduced or minimized by reducing the
thermal mass of the part(s) to be heated and/or by insulating
the outside of the valve body 5 and/or by insulating between
the heater 39 and the outside surfaces of the plumbing fixture
3. FIG. 3 shows, for example, a layer of insulation 41 sur-
rounding the heater 39.

The use of electrical heating to carry out the disinfection
routine has a number of advantages over and above the cur-
rent common practice of using hot water to thermally disin-
fect mixer valves and taps. For example, the use of electric
heating elements allows the disinfection routine to be accom-
plished without the use of hot water, which reduces or elimi-
nates the risk of scalding. It also eliminates the need to worry
about maintaining high (above 60° C.) hot water tempera-
tures, and also eliminates concerns over generating excessive
amount of steam and water flow/water noise that may disturb
room occupants, for example in hospital wards or other popu-
lated environments. Both hot and cold water supply areas may
be simultaneously disinfected using the electric heating ele-
ments, so that all water-contacting areas of the components
are disinfected.

Although the plumbing fitting described in the present
application has been described as an electronically controlled
mixer valve, according to other exemplary embodiments, it
would be possible to apply the same principles to non-elec-
tronic mixer valves.

Although the plumbing fixture described herein has a liner
of brass, the use of such a liner and/or material may not be
essential. Thus, the liner may be omitted and the body of the
plumbing fixture may be made of brass or another copper-
containing material (or, as the case may be, other types of
metals or thermally-conductive materials). In this form, the
heating element may be built into the body similar to the
heating element built into the body of the mixer valve. FIG. 4
shows the heating element 39 located in a channel 43 in the
body 23 of the plumbing fixture.

Although the plumbing fixture described herein has a body
made of metal or alloy, this may not be essential. Thus, the
body of the plumbing fixture may be made of a material
having a low thermal conductivity compared to the liner and
the body of the mixer valve, for example certain plastics
materials capable of withstanding the heat generated during
the thermal disinfection routine.

Although the plumbing fixture described herein includes a
plumbing fitting, this may not be essential. Thus, the plumb-
ing fixture may have waterway(s) to receive water from a
separate plumbing fitting with a heating device to disinfect
the waterway(s).

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of another exemplary embodi-
ment of a mixer valve 50 employing a heating element such as
that described herein. The mixer valve 50 is enclosed within
a valve housing 52. An aperture 53 in the housing 52 forms a
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first fluid inlet 54 for receiving a first fluid (cold water in this
embodiment). Similarly, as shown in FIG. 2, the housing 52
includes a further aperture 55 similar to the aperture 53 in the
opposite side that forms a second fluid inlet 56 for receiving
a second fluid (hot water in this embodiment) and a still
further aperture 57 in an end thereof that forms a fluid outlet
for outputting the first fluid or the second fluid or a mixture
thereof. In contrast to the mixer valve 1 illustrated in FIG. 1,
the inlets 54, 56 are not on the same face of the mixer valve 3
but are rather on opposed sides of the mixer valve 3.

As with the mixer valve 1 illustrated in FIG. 1, the mixer
valve 50 is provided with an electrical heating element or
heater 63 potted into a through bore 65 in the body 52 using a
thermally-conductive adhesive (not shown, but similar to
adhesive 37 illustrated in FIG. 2).

It should be understood that whether a mixer valve such as
mixer valve 1 or mixer valve 50 is used may depend on
various considerations such as the geometry of the compo-
nent into which the mixer valve will be installed, the available
space for routing fluid delivery tubes or hoses to the mixer
valve, and other considerations as will be understood to those
reviewing this disclosure.

It should also be noted that while mixer valves 1 and 50 are
described as having an opening formed in the housing thereof
through which a heating element (e.g., 33, 63) passes, other
configurations may be possible according to other exemplary
embodiments. For example, the heating element may be pro-
vided adjacent or in contact with an outer surface of the
housing of the valve. In one example, the heating element
may be provided in another component that is coupled to or in
contact with an outer surface of the valve housing (e.g., a
thermally-conductive component that is configured to trans-
fer heat from the heating element to the valve body). The
separate component may have a geometry that is the same as
or that differs from the portion though which the heating
element extends as shown in FIG. 1.

The particular location of the heating element relative to
the rest of the valve body may differ as well. For example,
while illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 5 as being provided adjacent
the large face of the valve, a heating element may be provided
adjacent one of the other sides of the valve. Additionally,
while only one heating element has been shown for each of
these valves, according to other exemplary embodiments,
more than one heating element may be used (e.g., one on each
side of the valve).

Referring to FIGS. 6 and 7, an embodiment of a plumbing
fitting comprising a fluid delivery device such as a shower
head 70 incorporating a mixer valve (such as mixer valve 1
shown in FIG. 1) is shown. The mixer valve 1 is similar to
previous embodiments and like reference numerals are used
to indicate corresponding parts.

The shower head 70 comprises a moveable handset and
includes a stem 71 that can be inserted into a shower head
dock within a shower enclosure (not shown). The shower
head 70 could alternatively be a fixed shower head that is
arranged to be fixed to and project from a wall.

The shower head 70 includes a spray head 73 that provides
a plurality of outlets for discharge of water in use to provide
a variety of different spray patterns. In one arrangement, the
spray head 73 has outlets in opposite sides and optionally on
one or more side edges. The spray head 73 can rotate within
a substantially circular spray head mount 78 about diametri-
cally opposed pivots 79 to select an outlet for use.

According to other exemplary embodiments, other types of
spray heads may be used, including those that are configured
to provide only a single spray pattern and those that operate
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differently than the spray head 73 shown in FIGS. 6 and 7 to
provide multiple spray patterns.

The shower head stem 71 receives the mixer valve 1
together with the controller 75. The stem 71 includes two
conduits—a cold water supply conduit 74 and a hot water
supply conduit (not visible). The cold water conduit 74 con-
nects to the first fluid inlet 4 and the hot water conduit con-
nects to the second fluid inlet (not shown) of the mixer valve
1. The fluid outlet 8 of the mixer valve 1 is connected to the
spray head 73 by an outlet conduit 76. The outlet conduit 76
extends through the spray head mount 78 and enters the spray
head 73 through the pivots 79.

The controller 75 provides control signals to the mixer
valve 1 for controlling the flow rate and temperature of the
outlet water delivered to the spray head 73 according to the
user selection via an interface (not visible). The interface may
be arranged on the stem 71 to allow a user to select the flow
rate and temperature of the outlet water they wish. The inter-
face may be a physical interface including one or more rotat-
able knobs or linear sliders or push buttons for selecting flow
rate and/or temperature. Alternatively, the interface may be a
virtual interface that uses touch screen technology or the like.
The interface may include a display for providing a visual
indication of the flow rate and/or temperature. The display
may be a digital display of numerical values and/or visual
display such as an array of lights.

In other embodiments, the interface may be incorporated
into a remote control that communicates with the controller
75 via a wired or wireless link. Thus, if the shower head 70 is
of fixed type, then the controller 75 may receive control
signals from an interface mounted remotely from the shower
head 70.

Referring now to FIGS. 8 and 9, an embodiment of a
plumbing fitting comprising a fluid delivery device such as a
faucet 80 incorporating a mixer valve 1 having a heating
element 33 is shown. The mixer valve 1 is similar to previous
embodiments and like reference numerals are used to indicate
corresponding parts.

The faucet 80 may be in the form of a tap and includes a
base 81 by which it is secured to a support surface such as a
sink or worktop (such as kitchen or bathroom worktop). The
faucet 80 includes a perforated plate 83 that provides an outlet
for the water for use. The faucet 80 receives the mixer valve 1
together with the controller (e.g., a controller such as the
controller 75 discussed above). The faucet 80 has a stem
portion (sometimes referred to as a “spout”) and two con-
duits—a cold water supply conduit 84 and a hot water supply
conduit 85. The cold water conduit 84 connects to the first
fluid inlet 4 and the hot water supply connects to the second
fluid inlet (not visible) of the mixer valve 1. The fluid outlet 8
of the mixer valve 1 is connected to the plate 83 by an outlet
conduit 86.

The controller (not shown) provides control signals to the
mixer valve 1 for controlling the flow rate and temperature of
the outlet water delivered to the plate 83 according to the user
selection via an interface 87 on the base 81 to allow a user to
select the flow rate and temperature they wish. The interface
87 includes a touch sensitive panel 874 for inputting settings
and a display 896 which shows the water temperature. It will,
be appreciated that the interface 87 can be of any suitable
form for receiving user inputs for controlling the mixer valve
1. It should also be understood that similar types of user
interfaces may be employed either as part of or adjacent to
other plumbing fixtures and fitting discussed herein (e.g., on
or adjacent to a showerhead or a stem thereof, on or adjacent
to a tub spout, etc.).
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Conventional faucets require a valve base that is secured to
the support surface and the spout then extends from the valve
base to channel the water to where it needs to be dispensed.
The present embodiment is advantageous as the mixer valve,
due to its ability to be miniaturized (i.e. reduced in size), can
be incorporated into the spout without the need for the valve
base. Also the rectangular shape of the housing 2 provides the
designer with the opportunity to employ different configura-
tions for the stem portion (spout) of the faucet.

FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram of a system 100 that
includes a controller 110 for controlling a plurality of valves
120, 122, 124, and 126. While four valves are illustrated in
FIG. 10, it should be noted that any number of valves can be
connected to the controller 110, which may be located in the
vicinity of or remote from one or more of the valves.

The valves 120, 122, 124, and 126 may be provided as
mixing valves or as flow control valves, and may each option-
ally include a heating element such as the heating elements
described herein. The valves 120, 122, 124, and 126 may be
associated with a plumbing fixture or fitting, and may be
provided within the housing of the plumbing fixture or fitting
(e.g., within a handle, neck, or head of a shower head, within
a spout or escutcheon of a faucet, within a tub spout, etc.) or
may be separate therefrom and in fluid communication there-
with.

Each of the valves 120, 122, 124, and 126 may include one
or more associated controllers 121, 123, 125, and 127 (e.g.,
similar to the electronic controllers described above, which
may include, for example, a microprocessor which may be
provided by a control panel 21 such as a printed circuit board
(see, e.g., FIG. 3)). The controllers 120, 122, 124, and 126
may be provided in close proximity or in contact with the
associated valve or may be provided in a location remote from
the valve (e.g., in another portion of the plumbing fitting or
fixture, in a location outside of the plumbing fitting or fixture,
etc.). The one or more controllers 121, 123, 125, and 127
associated with each valve 120, 122, 124, and 126 may be
configured to operate motors associated with the valves and/
or may control heating elements (e.g., on/off, temperature,
etc.) associated with each valve to allow a cleaning cycle to be
run for the valve. In instances where a separate or common
heating element is used elsewhere in an associated fixture or
fitting (e.g., as with a heater coupled to thermally-conductive
water-contacting components in the fixture of fitting), the
controller 110 and/or the controllers 121, 123, 125, and 127,
or a separate controller, may be operable to turn the heating
element on or off).

The one or more controllers 121, 123, 125, and 127 asso-
ciated with each of the valves 120, 122, 124, and 126 may
include a clock function that may be, for instance, program-
mable such that the motors and/or heating elements are turned
on at predetermined intervals, at predetermined times, at pre-
determined times after the valves were last used (e.g., 15
minutes after a user takes a shower), or at any other desired
time as will be appreciated by those reviewing the present
disclosure. The clock function may be incorporated into the
controllers or may be provided by a separate component in
communication with the valves, heating elements, and/or
controllers. According to other exemplary embodiments, the
timing of the motor or heating element may be controlled
remotely, such as by the controller 110. According to still
other exemplary embodiments, the valves, motors, heating
elements, etc. may be controlled manually in place of or in
addition to the clock mechanisms (e.g., the valves may be
scheduled to go through a heating cycle at 2 am, at 15 minutes
after a user of the valve activates the valve, and a heating cycle
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may also be triggered manually either at the valve location or
remotely, for example, by using the controller 110).

The controller 110 may be configured to send signals to
each of the controllers 121, 123, 125, and 127 121, 123, 125,
and 127 to operate the valves, the motors, and/or the heating
elements. As mentioned above, according to another exem-
plary embodiment, the controller 110 may be in direct com-
munication with the valves, the motors, and/or the heating
elements without the need for controllers associated with
each of the valves. The controller 110 may communicate with
the controllers (or directly with the valves, motors, and/or
heating elements) via a wired or wireless communication
method. For example, according to one exemplary embodi-
ment, each of the controllers, valves, and/or motors may be in
direct wired communication with a central controller 110
located remote from the various valves. In a specific example,
a hospital, hotel, apartment complex, or other facility may
have numerous valves throughout the building, and a central
controller such as the controller 110 may be used to control
the manual and/or timed actuation and/or the heating/clean-
ing cycles for all or for a subset of the valves. As mentioned
above, the actuation of the valves may be accomplished
manually and/or at scheduled times or time intervals, and may
be controlled by the central controller and/or the individual
controllers associated with each of the valves.

FIG. 11 illustrates a flow diagram illustrating a method 100
for performing a heating/cleaning cycle for a valve such as the
valves described herein. In a first step 110, it is determined
whether a cleaning cycle is necessary. Such determination
may be made, for example, as part of a predetermined sched-
ule or program (e.g., at preset times, at preset timing intervals,
at some preset time after the valve is used, etc.), and may be
determined either at controllers associated with each valve or
may be determined at a central controller associated with a
plurality of valves.

After it is determined that a heating/cleaning cycle is nec-
essary, the heating/cleaning cycle is initiated in a step 220.
The heating/cleaning cycle may involve, for example in a step
230, heating the heating element associated with the valve
(and/or the fixture or fitting with which the valve is associ-
ated) to a desired temperature and holding it at that tempera-
ture for a desired amount of time or cycling the temperature
between more than one temperature, ideally at temperatures/
times sufficient to disinfect the water-contacting parts of the
valve (and/or the fixture or fitting), such as to kill micro-
organisms that may be present.

In addition to the heating component of the heating/clean-
ing cycle, the valves may optionally be operated to allow
water to flow through the passageways of the valve and the
associated fittings/fixtures so as to allow purging of materials
or organisms that may be present. This actuation of the valves
to allow water flow may also be directed by the controllers
associated with the valve or by a remote controller in com-
munication with the valve or associated controller, motor(s),
etc.

Once the heating/cleaning cycle is completed, the cycle is
terminated in a step 240. The termination may occur after a
predetermined time, after a predetermined time at which the
heating element and/or valve are at a desired temperature, or
any other point at which it is desired to stop the heating/
cleaning cycle.

It is also possible to manually perform a heating/cleaning
cycle, either by initiating the heating/cleaning remotely (as
from the controller 110) or by directly inputting a desired
command at the location of the valve. For example, where the
faucet includes a switch or user interface configured to allow
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the initiation of a cleaning cycle, a cycle at a predetermined
time/temperature may be performed upon such initiation.

The control functions of the various controllers described
herein can be implemented in digital electronic circuitry, or in
computer software, firmware, or hardware, including the
structures disclosed in this specification and their structural
equivalents, or in combinations of one or more of them. The
controls can be implemented as one or more computer pro-
grams, i.e., one or more modules of computer program
instructions, encoded on one or more computer storage
medium for execution by, or to control the operation of, data
processing apparatus, such as a processing circuit. A process-
ing circuit such as a CPU, for example, may comprise any
digital and/or analog circuit components configured to per-
form the functions described herein, such as a microproces-
sor, microcontroller, application-specific integrated circuit,
programmable logic, etc. Alternatively or in addition, the
program instructions can be encoded on an artificially-gen-
erated propagated signal, e.g., a machine-generated electri-
cal, optical, or electromagnetic signal, that is generated to
encode information for transmission to suitable receiver
apparatus for execution by a data processing apparatus.

A computer storage medium can be, or be included in, a
computer-readable storage device, a computer-readable stor-
age substrate, a random or serial access memory array or
device, or a combination of one or more of them. Moreover,
while a computer storage medium is not a propagated signal,
a computer storage medium can be a source or destination of
computer program instructions encoded in an artificially-
generated propagated signal. The computer storage medium
can also be, or be included in, one or more separate compo-
nents or media (e.g., multiple CDs, disks, or other storage
devices). Accordingly, the computer storage medium is both
tangible and non-transitory.

The controls described in this specification can be imple-
mented as operations performed by a data processing appa-
ratus on data stored on one or more computer-readable stor-
age devices or received from other sources. The term “data
processing apparatus” or “computing device” encompasses
all kinds of apparatus, devices, and machines for processing
data, including by way of example a programmable proces-
sor, a computer, a system on a chip, or multiple ones, or
combinations, of the foregoing The apparatus can include
special purpose logic circuitry, e.g., an FPGA (field program-
mable gate array) or an ASIC (application-specific integrated
circuit). The apparatus can also include, in addition to hard-
ware, code that creates an execution environment for the
computer program in question, e.g., code that constitutes
processor firmware, a protocol stack, a database management
system, an operating system, a cross-platform runtime envi-
ronment, a virtual machine, or a combination of one or more
of them. The apparatus and execution environment can real-
ize various different computing model infrastructures, such
as web services, distributed computing and grid computing
infrastructures. External controllers discussed herein (such as
controller 110) may be part of a larger building management
system (BMS) that may control various features within a
building, which may advantageously provide centralized
control not only, for example, for the disinfecting routines,
but also for other features such as lighting, air conditioning,
and the like.

A computer program (also known as a program, software,
software application, script, or code) can be written in any
form of programming language, including compiled or inter-
preted languages, declarative or procedural languages, and it
can be deployed in any form, including as a stand-alone
program or as a module, component, subroutine, object, or



US 9,260,843 B2

13

other unit suitable for use in a computing environment. A
computer program may, but need not, correspond to a filein a
file system. A program can be stored in a portion of a file that
holds other programs or data (e.g., one or more scripts stored
in a markup language document), in a single file dedicated to
the program in question, or in multiple coordinated files (e.g.,
files that store one or more modules, sub-programs, or por-
tions of code). A computer program can be deployed to be
executed on one computer or on multiple computers that are
located at one site or distributed across multiple sites and
interconnected by a communication network.

The processes and logic flows described in this specifica-
tion can be performed by one or more programmable proces-
sors executing one or more computer programs to perform
actions by operating on input data and generating output. The
processes and logic flows can also be performed by, and
apparatus can also be implemented as, special purpose logic
circuitry, e.g.,an FPGA (field programmable gate array) or an
ASIC (application-specific integrated circuit).

Processors suitable for the execution of the controls
described herein may include, by way of example, both gen-
eral and special purpose microprocessors, and any one or
more processors of any kind of digital computer. Generally, a
processor will receive instructions and data from a read-only
memory or a random access memory or both. The essential
elements of a computer are a processor for performing actions
in accordance with instructions and one or more memory
devices for storing instructions and data. Generally, a com-
puter will also include, or be operatively coupled to receive
data from or transfer data to, or both, one or more mass
storage devices for storing data, e.g., magnetic, magneto-
optical disks, or optical disks. However, a computer need not
have such devices. Moreover, a computer can be embedded in
another device, e.g., a mobile telephone, a personal digital
assistant (PDA), a mobile audio or video player, a game
console, a Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver, or a
portable storage device (e.g., a universal serial bus (USB)
flash drive), to name just a few. Devices suitable for storing
computer program instructions and data include all forms of
non-volatile memory, media and memory devices, including
by way of example semiconductor memory devices, e.g.,
EPROM, EEPROM, and flash memory devices; magnetic
disks, e.g., internal hard disks or removable disks; magneto-
optical disks; and CD-ROM and DVD-ROM disks. The pro-
cessor and the memory can be supplemented by, or incorpo-
rated in, special purpose logic circuitry.

To provide for interaction with a user, embodiments of the
control programs can be implemented on a computer having
a display device, e.g., a CRT (cathode ray tube) or LCD
(liquid crystal display ) monitor, for displaying information to
the user and a keyboard and an I/O device, e.g., a mouse or a
touch sensitive screen, by which the user can provide input to
the computer. Other kinds of devices can be used to provide
for interaction with a user as well; for example, feedback
provided to the user can be any form of sensory feedback, e.g.,
visual feedback, auditory feedback, or tactile feedback; and
input from the user can be received in any form, including
acoustic, speech, or tactile input. In addition, a computer can
interact with a user by sending documents to and receiving
documents from a device that is used by the user; for example,
by sending web pages to a web browser on a user’s client
device in response to requests received from the web browser.

Embodiments of the control program described in this
specification can be implemented in a computing system that
includes a back-end component, e.g., as a data server, or that
includes a middleware component, e.g., an application server,
or that includes a front-end component, e.g., a client com-
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puter having a graphical user interface or a web browser
through which a user can interact with an implementation of
the subject matter described in this specification, or any com-
bination of one or more such back-end, middleware, or front-
end components. The components of the system can be inter-
connected by any form or medium of digital data
communication, e.g., a communication network. Examples
of communication networks include a local area network
(“LAN”) and a wide area network (“WAN™), an inter-network
(e.g., the Internet), and peer-to-peer networks (e.g., ad hoc
peer-to-peer networks).

The computing system can include clients and servers. A
client and server are generally remote from each other and
typically interact through a communication network. The
relationship of client and server arises by virtue of computer
programs running on the respective computers and having a
client-server relationship to each other. In some embodi-
ments, a server transmits data (e.g., an HTML page) to a client
device (e.g., for purposes of displaying data to and receiving
user input from a user interacting with the client device). Data
generated at the client device (e.g., a result of the user inter-
action) can be received from the client device at the server.

As utilized herein, the terms “approximately,” “about,”
“around,” “substantially,” and similar terms are intended to
have a broad meaning in harmony with the common and
accepted usage by those of ordinary skill in the art to which
the subject matter of this disclosure pertains. It should be
understood by those of skill in the art who review this disclo-
sure that these terms are intended to allow a description of
certain features described and claimed without restricting the
scope of these features to the precise numerical ranges pro-
vided. Accordingly, these terms should be interpreted as indi-
cating that insubstantial or inconsequential modifications or
alterations of the subject matter described and claimed are
considered to be within the scope of the invention as recited in
the appended claims.

It should be noted that the term “exemplary” as used herein
to describe various embodiments is intended to indicate that
such embodiments are possible examples, representations,
and/or illustrations of possible embodiments (and such term
is not intended to connote that such embodiments are neces-
sarily extraordinary or superlative examples).

The terms “coupled,” “connected,” and the like as used
herein mean the joining of two members directly or indirectly
to one another. Such joining may be stationary (e.g., perma-
nent) or moveable (e.g., removable or releasable). Such join-
ing may be achieved with the two members or the two mem-
bers and any additional intermediate members being
integrally formed as a single unitary body with one another or
with the two members or the two members and any additional
intermediate members being attached to one another.

References herein to the positions of elements (e.g., “top,”
“bottom,” “above,” “below,” etc.) are merely used to describe
the orientation of various elements in the FIGURES. It should
be noted that the orientation of various elements may differ
according to other exemplary embodiments, and that such
variations are intended to be encompassed by the present
disclosure.

It is important to note that the construction and arrange-
ment of the mixer valves and related assemblies as shown in
the various exemplary embodiments is illustrative only.
Although only a few embodiments have been described in
detail in this disclosure, those skilled in the art who review
this disclosure will readily appreciate that many modifica-
tions are possible (e.g., variations in sizes, dimensions, struc-
tures, shapes and proportions of the various elements, values
of parameters, mounting arrangements, use of materials, col-
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ors, orientations, etc.) without materially departing from the
novel teachings and advantages of the subject matter
described herein. For example, elements shown as integrally
formed may be constructed of multiple parts or elements, the
position of elements may be reversed or otherwise varied, and
the nature or number of discrete elements or positions may be
altered or varied. The order or sequence of any process or
method steps may be varied or re-sequenced according to
alternative embodiments.

Features of any of the embodiments may be employed
separately or in combination with any other feature(s) of the
same or different embodiments and the disclosure extends to
and includes all such arrangements whether or not described
herein.

Other substitutions, modifications, changes and omissions
may also be made in the design, operating conditions and
arrangement of the various exemplary embodiments without
departing from the scope of the inventions described herein.
Other modifications that can be made will be apparent to
those skilled in the art and the invention extends to and
includes all such modifications. Any of the features described
herein may be employed separately or in combination with
any other feature and the invention extends to and includes
any such feature or combination of features.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of disinfecting a valve configured for use as
part of a water delivery system, the method comprising: acti-
vating a heating element that is configured to heat a body of
the valveto a temperature sufficient to kill organisms that may
be present on internal surfaces of the valve, wherein the
heating element and the valve are configured to be provided
within the water delivery system, and wherein the valve is a
mixing valve, wherein the step of activating the heating ele-
ment comprises utilizing a controller associated with the
valve to activate the heating element, and wherein the con-
troller is located in a recessed area of a body of a plumbing
fixture housing the mixing valve.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of activating the
heating element causes the body of the valve to reach a
temperature of at least 60 degrees Celsius.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising holding the
body of the valve at the temperature for a predetermined
amount of time.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein step of activating the
heating element is performed at a predetermined time after
the valve is used.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein step of activating the
heating element is performed at a predetermined time.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein step of activating the
heating element is performed at predetermined time intervals.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising deactivating
the heating element and then actuating the valve to direct a
fluid through the valve to flush the valve.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising preventing
the valve from operating to allow a fluid to pass therethrough
while the heating element is activated.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the heating element is a
resistive wire heating element.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the heating element
and valve are within a body of a faucet.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the mixing valve
includes a mixing chamber defined by at least one of the
internal surfaces of the valve.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the heating element
and valve are within a body of a showerhead assembly.

13. A method of removing organisms from a mixing valve
that is included within a plumbing fixture, the method com-
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prising: operating a heating element extending through a
portion of the mixing valve such that a temperature of a water
contacting surface within the mixing valve reaches a tempera-
ture greater than approximately 60 degrees Celsius, wherein
the step of operating the heating element comprises utilizing
a controller associated with the mixing valve to operate the
heating element, and wherein the controller is located in a
body of the plumbing fixture that houses the mixing valve and
the heating element.
14. The method of claim 13, further comprising flushing
the mixing valve to purge the mixing valve of organisms.
15. The method of claim 13, wherein the step of operating
the heating element causes the body of the valve to reach a
temperature of at least 60 degrees Celsius.
16. The method of claim 13, further comprising holding the
body mixing valve at the temperature for a predetermined
amount of time.
17. The method of claim 13, wherein step of operating the
heating element is performed at a predetermined time after
the mixing valve is used.
18. The method of claim 13, wherein step of operating the
heating element is performed at a predetermined time.
19. The method of claim 13, wherein step of operating the
heating element is performed at predetermined time intervals.
20. The method of claim 13, further comprising preventing
the mixing valve from operating to allow a fluid to pass
therethrough while the heating element is operating.
21. The method of claim 13, wherein the heating element is
a resistive wire heating element.
22. The method of claim 13, wherein the heating element
and valve are within a body of a faucet.
23. The method of claim 13, wherein the heating element
and valve are within a body of a showerhead assembly.
24. A cleaning routine for a plumbing fixture, the cleaning
routine comprising:
raising the temperature of a water contacting surface within
the plumbing fixture to a temperature sufficient to kill
organisms on the water contacting surface using an elec-
tric heater provided within the plumbing fixture; and

preventing the plumbing fixture from allowing water to
pass therethrough during the step of raising the tempera-
ture of the water contacting surface;

wherein the plumbing fixture is selected from the group

consisting of a faucet, a shower head, and a plumbing
fitting.

25. The cleaning routine of claim 24, wherein the water
contacting surface is within a valve located within the plumb-
ing fixture.

26. The cleaning routine of claim 25, wherein the valve is
a mixing valve.

27. The cleaning routine of claim 26, wherein the electric
heater extends through a body of the mixing valve.

28. The cleaning routine of claim 24, wherein the tempera-
ture is greater than approximately 60 degrees Celsius.

29. The cleaning routine of claim 24, wherein the water
contacting surface is a waterway within the plumbing fixture.

30. The cleaning routine of claim 29, wherein the water
contacting surface is part of a liner provided within the
plumbing fixture.

31. The cleaning routine of claim 30, wherein the heater is
in contact with the liner.

32. The cleaning routine of claim 24, wherein the step of
raising the temperature comprises utilizing a controller oper-
ate the heater, and wherein the controller is located in a body
of the plumbing fixture that also houses the heater.
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33. The cleaning routine of claim 24, further comprising
holding the water contacting surface at the temperature for a
predetermined amount of time.

34. The cleaning routine of claim 24, wherein step of
raising the temperature of the water contacting surface is
performed at a predetermined time after the mixing valve is
used.

35. The cleaning routine of claim 24, wherein step of
raising the temperature of the water contacting surface is
performed at a predetermined time.

36. The cleaning routine of claim 24, wherein step of
raising the temperature of the water contacting surface is
performed at predetermined time intervals.

37. The cleaning routine of claim 24, wherein the electric
heater is a resistive wire heating element.

38. The cleaning routine of claim 24, wherein the plumbing
fixture is a faucet.

39. The cleaning routine of claim 24, wherein the heating
plumbing fixture is a showerhead assembly.

#* #* #* #* #*
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